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Abstract
MEMS sensors are playing a key role as the silent enablers of todays and future consumer electronics
applications. With the growing relevance of social trends like safety, health and personalization, the
complexity of daily-life use cases is increasing. To tackle the resulting challenges, new approaches are
required in the MEMS sensor industry. In order to continue providing additional value to customers, a
stronger focus on hardware-software co-design is required by using advanced algorithms and embedded AI.
In his keynote presentation, Dr. Ralf Schellin, Vice President and Head of Product Area MEMS at Bosch
Sensortec, will illustrate the “silent” role of advanced algorithms, MEMS sensors and embedded AI by
providing specific use case examples in the context of localization, environmental sensing and self-learning.
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Ralf Schellin received his PhD degree in Electrical Engineering and his Master degree in Technical Physics
at the Technical University of Darmstadt, Germany. Currently he is based in Reutlingen, Germany, where he
is Head of the Product Area MEMS of Bosch Sensortec. Prior to this, he was Director of Product
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Technology and Knowledge Open Hub: a Pathway to Future Imaging and MEMS
F. Profumo
President
National Research Council (CNR), Rome, Italy

Abstract
Current and future challenges in novel fields, such as quantum technologies, require a new paradigm of
cooperation in the research landscape. In this evolving context, Fondazione Bruno Kessler is adapting its
model to operate as an “Open Hub” of knowledge and technologies, with a focus on future sensing and
imaging devices. After being conceived and engineered within the internal facility, these can be transferred to
high-volume production sites: from radiation detectors to plasmonics, from silicon photonics to single-photon
imaging, FBK is giving its contribution to the devices of the future such as quantum technologies, enabling
novel mobility and automotive scenarios, space exploration, and faster and secure communications.
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Abstract
Imaging is an old industry which started in the 1830’s on copper plates, from still images it moved to motion
picture in the 1890’s, the medium switched to organic film such as celluloid and then acetate. In the 1930’s
tube based cameras allowed television as we know it and was the first step for electronic based imaging. In
the 1970’s the transition to silicon based image sensors called CCDs allowed for mass adoption of electronic
cameras. By the year 2000 digital photography and video took the world by storm. Since then a radical
transformation of imaging applications and technology took place with Mobile applications and thanks to the
CMOS image sensor technology. The world reached a peak in smartphones sales in 2017, nevertheless the
sales of image sensors have grown 40% since then and the growth is expected to maintain for the 5 years to
come. Two trends have contributed to this growth. The first one is the proliferation of cameras per phone and
the second is the introduction of sensing cameras, mainly for biometric identification but also to help the
photographic aspects such as bokeh. Innovation in imaging will not stop there and the next wave of
innovation will come from artificial intelligence. While some of the innovation currently takes place either in
the cloud or in the central APU, there is a trend to bring compute close to the sensor and actually embed
significant amount of intelligence within or close to the sensor. In this presentation we will look at the reasons
to do so and why it is important for the future of imaging. We will look at who are the players active in this
new technology shift and for which kind of application.
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Abstract
Over the last decade, the use of cameras has expanded from photography to sensing. Most of the camerabased sensing systems convert visible light images to actionable data. However, there is an untapped wealth
of information hidden in the invisible parts of the light spectrum. This invisible light allows sensing systems to
increase both the quality and quantity of actionable output data by reducing ambient light interference,
defying adverse ambient conditions such as fog and darkness, removing eye safety limitations and extracting
compositional information.
We are developing an image sensor technology that is sensitive to visible and invisible light (Vis – NIR SWIR, 300 - 2000 nm). The technology is based on thin-film photodetectors (graphene and colloidal
quantum dots) that we demonstrated to be compatible with a CMOS back-end-of-line process. The waferscale process will allow the sensors to be manufactured at high volumes, posing the technology attractive to
mass markets. The in-pixel gain and controllability lead to high performance levels and will allow the
technology to break traditional pixel scaling laws.
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Analyze-first Architecture for Ultra-low-power Always-on Sensing
T. Doyle
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Abstract
Abstract:
Over the next five years, billions of hands-free, battery-operated, always-on sensing devices in consumer,
IoT, biomedical and industrial markets will assist us in our daily lives at home and at work. As users become
more dependent on such devices, they want smaller always-on products with longer-battery lifetimes. MEMS
and sensors suppliers who can deliver more power-efficient solutions in ever-smaller form factors will gain a
competitive edge — but how is this possible with standard signal-processing architectures?
MEMS and sensors suppliers can achieve incremental improvements in system power by improving each
component in the system, but to effect great change, we need a system-level approach that achieves
significant power- and data efficiency. The problem is that the current “digitize-first” system architecture
digitizes all the incoming sensor data early in the signal chain — even mostly irrelevant data — before
sending it to the cloud for processing. Without an alternative architectural solution, MEMS and sensors
suppliers can only do so much.
A new “analyze-first” edge system architecture that uses ultra-low-power analog processing and analog
neural networks now enables the detection of events — such as voice, specific acoustic triggers or a change
in vibrational frequency — from raw, analog sensor data, before the data is digitized.
This “analyze-first” architecture reduces the volume of sensor data that is processed through higher-power
system components (e.g., digital processors and ADCs) by up to 100x, which reduces always-on system
power by 10x.
MEMS and sensors suppliers can easily integrate with the “analyze-first” edge architecture to enable smart
portable products that run for months or a year instead of days or weeks.
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Abstract
The future competitivity of microelectronics is based on the capability to develop components into smaller
space with better energy efficiency and high performance. The 3D is a megatrend in semiconductor
manufacturing eg. in the form of 3D transistors (FinFETS) and memory (3D NAND, and DRAM). High aspect
ratio structures, new materials, and tighter geometries are challenges to the developers of process tools,
materials, and inspection and testing.
Chipmetrics business idea is to solve the problem by the MEMS-process based special silicon test chips and
on-chip characterization concepts. The starting point is the PillarHall® Lateral High Aspect Ratio (LHAR)
silicon test chip innovation for ALD/CVD thin film conformality metrology developed in VTT Technical
Research Centre of Finland.
Premium product is 15x15 mm PillarHall® LHAR4 test chip consisting of 18 LHAR test structures. In
addition, the test chip has structures to monitor thin film stress in microscopic level. Special carrier wafer
allows wafer level mapping of the thin film conformality, film properties on the trench wall and local stress.
The benefits are such as:
• Less need for destructive cross-sectional analyses and equipment investments. No sampling delay.
Compatible to standard planar metrology techniques, in a simplest case by optical microscope image
analysis.
• The test chip is commercially available as a product, and allows to compare 3D perfomance by any thin film
material or equipment vendor.
• Wide compatibility to ALD and CVD systems and process conditions, including plasma assisted processes.
• Extremely high aspect ratios, up to 10000:1, that are not available in the market otherwise
PillarHall platform can accelerate learning about films to go beyond simple step coverage measurements and
look at the detailed properties of films in high aspect ratio structures, anticipating problems early in the
development process and providing detailed insights.
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Abstract
Human Machine Interface technology is rocketing in importance since ubiquitous technology is more and
more trending in terms of a demand for decoupling of full consciousness from user experience. A prominent
example is among hearables, relying on an audio interface while not blocking the visional or tactile senses.
Other applications require “silence” for different reasons while still keeping the need for comfortable
operating and easy use. Gesture recognition will then play a key role in recognizing user input to various
technologies without the necessity of direct contact or precisely aimed or timed (inter)actions. MEMS based
ultrasonic transducers enable gesture recognition systems that can be produced at a low unit price for high
volumes thus becoming just as available as it went to happen with inertial sensors in the past. Fraunhofer
IPMS has developed the NEDMUT technology as an ultrasonic transducer for gesture recognition
applications bringing together benefits of the MEMS world with modern technology user needs.
IPMS NEDMUT technology comprises a volume utilizing low footprint approach, ultra-low power electrostatic
actuation, lead-free all silicon device, phased array, multichannel as well as combined emitter-receiver on
chip capabilities.
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Miniature Digital IR Detectors Enabling Gas Sensing Everywhere
J. Phair
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Abstract
ezPyro detectors are very stable over time ensuring a long and maintenance-free operational lifespan and
combined with their high sensitivity and fast response times, ensure rapid and accurate detection of target
gases. Various optical filter options are available for detecting a specific gas or gases of interest.
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Pyreos Ltd, an Edinburgh-based SME, manufactures a unique MEMS PZT pyroelectric detector on silicon,
which enables new sensor form factors and functionalities for thermal Mid-IR gas sensing – previously not
available on the market. To address the growing need for gas sensors and digitalisation of gas sensing,
Pyreos has developed a range of sensors to meet the requirements across a variety of application areas
such as :
- Regulatory Greenhouse/depletive Ozone layer gas emissions monitoring
- Smart Cities, Smart Buildings (eg HVAC), Smart Agriculture/Precision Farming and the broader “Internet of
Things” (IoT).
- Automotive applications (emissions, cabin monitoring, HVAC)
- Industry 4.0 (manufacturing, processing)
For example, the ezPyroTM range of Mid-IR detectors for gas sensing and concentration measurement
combine the MEMS pyroelectric detector technology with a digital readout for a smallest-in-class SMD
package. These sensors integrate a digital, current mode read-out that enables lower IR-emitter duty cycles,
thereby saving significantly on system level power consumption, while maintaining high SNR. Programmable
gain and filtering offer maximum flexibility in system design. Industry standard I2C communication enables
plug-and-play connectivity to microcontrollers and allows easy tuning and calibration. ezPyro is well suited to
applications with low power budgets. Current consumption is well below 100 µA when fully activated and less
than 1 µA in the lowest power mode. The low power modes come with fast wake up times and the innovative
and configurable wake-up by signal (eg. motion, gesture) feature.

XENSIV™ PAS CO2 Sensor: New Environmental Sensor Technology: Photoacoustic
Spectroscopy (PAS) Miniaturizes CO2 Sensor for High-volume Applications
A. Kopetz
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Abstract
City dwellers often spend a large amount of their time indoors – whether it be in an office, at school or simply
at home. Buildings, however, tend to trap air especially as the level of insulation increases for energy
efficiency purposes. This could lead to the development of bad indoor air quality in case of poor ventilation,
negatively impacting human comfort, productivity and health. The concentration of carbon dioxide (CO2) is a
good indicator of indoor air quality.
Today´s market solutions for monitoring this odorless and colorless gas are bulky and costly or simply not
good enough for widespread adoption. Leveraging its advanced MEMS microphone technology, Infineon
Technologies has developed a disruptive CO2 sensor based on photoacoustic spectroscopy (PAS).
XENSIV™ PAS CO2 sensor is an exceptionally miniaturized sensor designed to accommodate high-volume
manufacturing; it is the first real CO2 sensor with SMD capabilities. It also includes an on-board
microcontroller for easy system integration in customer products.
The innovation will enable widespread adoption of air quality monitoring in high volume applications in variety
of markets such as automotive, industrial, medical and IoT.
Biography
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J. Lee
Vice President, Head of Advanced Sensor
Development Team
Samsung Electronics, Advanced Sensor
Development Team, Hwaseong-si, South Korea

Abstract
So far, image sensors have been catching up with the capabilities of a human eye. However, advances in
technology will allow us to enable image sensors that will go beyond the capabilities of human vision.
High resolution image sensors (More Pixel, e.g. Samsung’s 108MP CIS) and multiple cameras (More
Cameras, e.g. Tele, Wide, Ultra-wide and 3D) would soon allow the consumers to see more details than a
bare human eye can see.
Biography
V.P. Lee has contributed to technology developments of camera image sensors over 20 years in Samsung
Electronics.
Since he has developed ISOCELL which is the cutting-edge pixel technology, especially appropriate for pixel
shrink and performance enhancement,
he has concentrated his efforts on the corresponding circuit designs and differentiated camera functions for
mobile sensors.
Additionally, he has also focused on the pixel merging technologies such as Tetra-cell, Nona-cell to secure
high image quality even in the low light conditions.
Based on "More pixel, More camera" strategy, he has led the mobile image sensor market by developing
sensor products like 16Mp(1.0um ISOCELL, 3P3) sensor in 2014, 24Mp(0.9um, 2X7) sensor in 2017,
32Mp(0.8um, GD1) sensor in 2018.
Subsequently, he succeeded in developing the high resolution sensors like 64Mp(0.8um, GW1) and
108Mp(0.7um, HMX & HM1) sensors in 2019.
Though he has led the newly developing technologies for mobile CMOS Image Sensors(CIS), he has
currently extended his interests to development of emerging image sensors such as Dynamic Vision
Sensor(DVS), Long Wavelengths Infrared(LWIR), Ultraviolet(UV) sensors, etc.
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Abstract
Imaging is undergoing a radical transformation in the way that an image sensor captures, processes, and
uses data. The traditional application to capture a memory has expanded to a fast-growing collection of
applications spanning: facial and object recognition, robot and vehicle navigation, surveillance and
biometrics, smart homes, appliances and cars, image retrieval, gaming and controls. These smart
applications require accurate and reliable 3D images, and therefore, we’ve seen a proliferation of 3D imaging
technologies.
This presentation will review different depth sensing technologies and the smart applications that are well
suited for them. AIRY3D’s DEPTHIQ™ platform for the 3D computer vision will be introduced as well.
AIRY3D’s DEPTHIQ™ TDM (Transmissive Diffraction Mask) optical encoder and IDP (Image Depth
Processing) software enable any single 2D image sensor to produce high-quality color images and 3D nearfield depth maps with unrivaled simplicity. DEPTHIQ-powered sensors are ideal for anti-spoofing by photos in
facial identification, video bokeh, image segmentation, person detection and monitoring, collision avoidance,
as well as a host of other embedded vision applications.
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Abstract
MEMS sensors are a key technology for many of today´s applications and must meet the highest standards
of performance and reliability. Current devices on the market already have a high level of integration to fulfil
these requirements, such as inertial measurement units. Emerging MEMS applications are diversifying in
their capabilities and increasingly focus on integrating technologies from other disciplines, such as photonics,
biomedical and nanotechnology. Innovative manufacturing technologies are thus developed to enable such
integration schemes. In particular, high precision adhesive wafer-level bonding provides a reliable interface
to facilitate the integration of different materials and technology platforms. Advances in pre-processing such
as surface preparation, coating and adhesive patterning will be discussed including the preparation of
ultrathin adhesive films and EVG´s adhesive layer transfer technology. Furthermore, wafer bonding
capabilities will be presented and it will be shown how individual photonic chips can be transferred and
integrated with a collective wafer-based process.
Biography
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Toward Event-Based Vision Wide-scale Adoption
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Abstract
Since their inception 150 years ago, all conventional video tools have represented motion by capturing a
number of still frames each second. Displayed rapidly, such images create an illusion of continuous
movement. From the flip book to the movie camera, the illusion became more convincing but its basic
structure never really changed.
For a computer, this representation of motion is of little use. The camera is blind between each frame, losing
information on moving objects. Even when the camera is recording, each of its “snapshot” images contains
no information about the motion of elements in the scene. Worse still, within each image, the same irrelevant
background objects are repeatedly recorded, generating excessive unhelpful data.
Evolution developed an elegant solution so that natural vision never encounters these problems. It doesn’t
take frames. Cells in our eyes report back to the brain when they detect a change in the scene – an event. If
nothing changes, the cell doesn’t report anything. The more an object moves, the more our eye and brain
sample it.
This is the founding principle behind Event-Based Vision – independent receptors collecting all the essential
information, and nothing else.
Prophesee is the inventor of the world’s most advanced neuromorphic vision systems. Composed of
patented Metavision® sensors and algorithms, these systems enable machines to see what was invisible to
them until now.
With 10-1000x less data generated, >120dB dynamic range and microsecond time resolution (over 10k
images per second equivalent), Prophesee Metavision® opens vast new potential in areas such as
autonomous vehicles, industrial automation, security and surveillance, mobile, IoT and AR/VR. Its
solutions improve safety, reliability efficiency and user experiences across a broad range of use models.
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COTS Image Sensors Help New Space Programs
A. Bardoux
Head of Detection Department at CNES
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Abstract
Space programs use more and more COTS components for image sensing, because of their cost, and also
their performances that are at the state of the art. Of course, COTS components need to be qualified to be
used in satellites, because they have not be designed to survive to space environment. This presentation
describes several space programs leaded by CNES (French Space Agency), the COTS image sensor used,
in various wavelength, and the qualification activities.
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Atmospheric sounding, Astronomy, planetology
Formerly, he has been responsible for the development and the procurement of flight models for several
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Above and Beyond methodology: Robustness Validation of Automotive MEMS Sensors
S. Vos
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Abstract
MEMS & Sensor devices have been used for safety applications for 2 to 3 decades, but quality and reliability
requirements continue to outpace capabilities. The electronics industry has not defined an advanced quality
and reliability beyond the AEC Q100 and ZVEI Robustness Validation specifications.
NXP is proposing an "Above and Beyond" methodology intended to 1) produce higher body of evidence to
enable lower ppm resolution of stress testing, 2) run serial reliability testing to better evaluate failure
mechanisms and produce physico-chemical models of these mechanisms, 3) test reliability stress-to-fail to
enable reliability modeling of failure mechanisms, and 4) reliability test corner lots to understand the designprocess-manufacturing space with respect to quality and reliability.
In the presentation, NXP will propose a methodology for tailoring these four types of quality and reliability
evaluation testing to MEMS/Sensor products and their intended use-cases: supply chain / assembly and
end-user application.
Moreover, NXP will promote adoption of this methodology as a means of addressing the continuously stricter
requirements particularly related to the security and safety of automotive applications.
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120fps, Ultra High Definition (8K UHD), Low Noise, Global Shutter Sensor for High-end Rigid
Endoscopy
J. Segovia
Senior Principal Engineer
Teledyne e2v, Technology & Product
Development, Seville, Spain

Abstract
Teledyne e2v presents the use of our Emerald 36M CMOS image sensor (which is a derivate version of
Emerald 67M) for use in high-end rigid endoscopy. Teledyne e2v has several image sensors suitable for rigid
endoscopy: Emerald 2M, Emerald 8M and finally Emerald 36M. This particular sensor provides ultra-high
definition resolution, low noise (2.8eRMS) and high speed (120fps), enabling the medical surgeon to have a
system with a reduced number of total cameras, increased precision in surgery and also improved patient
comfort.

Biography
coming soon

