
 

Opening Ceremony

Welcome Remarks

 

L. Altimime
President
SEMI Europe, Berlin, Germany

 

Abstract
Coming Soon

Biography
Laith Altimime, as President of SEMI Europe, leads SEMI’s activities in Europe and the Middle East and 
Africa (EMEA). Altimime has P&L responsibility as well as ownership of all Europe region programs and 
events, including SEMICON Europa. He is responsible for establishing industry standards, advocacy, 
community development, expositions, and programs. He provides support and services to SEMI members 
worldwide that have supply chain interests in Europe. He manages and nurtures relationships with SEMI 
members in the region and globally as well as with local associations and constituents in industry, 
government, and academia. Altimime has more than 30 years of international experience in the 
semiconductor industry. Prior to joining SEMI in 2015, He held senior leadership positions at NEC, KLA-
Tencor, Infineon, Qimonda and imec. Altimime holds an MSc from Heriot-Watt University, Scotland.



Opening Remarks

 

A. Manocha
President and CEO
SEMI, Milpitas, California, United States of 
America

 

Abstract
Coming Soon

Biography
Throughout his career, Ajit Manocha has been a champion of industry collaboration as a critical means of 
advancing technology for societal and economic prosperity. He has been adept at forming strong 
partnerships with customers, suppliers, governments, academia, and communities for these efforts.
In his current role as President and CEO of SEMI, the global industry association serving the electronics 
manufacturing supply chain, Manocha has positioned the organization to tackle major challenges facing the 
industry by building up workforce development programs to address its growing talent shortage and lack of 
gender parity.
Previously, he held senior worldwide operations leadership roles at Philips Semiconductors (NXP) and 
Spansion before serving as President and CEO at GLOBALFOUNDRIES. He has served on the boards of 
SEMI, SIA, and GSA.
Manocha began his career as a research scientist at AT&T Bell Laboratories, where he was granted over a 
dozen patents related to semiconductor manufacturing processes that served as the foundation for modern 
microelectronics manufacturing.
Manocha was an advisor to President Obama on the Advanced Manufacturing Partnership Steering 
committee and on the President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology (PCAST). In 2012, during 
his tenure at GLOBALFOUNDRIES, he was awarded the prestigious “EHS Achievement Award — Inspired 
by Akira Inoue” for his commitment and action on Environmental Health and Safety standards. Additionally, 
he has excelled in people development by teaching courses such as “Leadership by Example” and 
“Classroom to Cleanroom to Boardroom.”
In December 2019, Manocha was named an “All Star of the Semiconductor Industry” by VLSI Research for 
his visionary leadership in restructuring SEMI from its traditional position to represent the expanded 
electronics supply chain. In February 2020, he was inducted into the Silicon Valley Engineering Hall of Fame.



Topic Coming Soon

 

L. Van den hove
President and CEO
imec, Leuven, Belgium

 

Abstract
Coming Soon

Biography
Luc Van den hove is President and CEO of imec since July 1, 2009. Before he was executive vice president 
and chief operating officer. He joined imec in 1984, starting his research career in the field of silicide and 
interconnect technologies.In 1988, he became manager of imec’s micro-patterning group (lithography, dry 
etching); in 1996, department director of unit process step R&D; and in 1998, vice president of the silicon 
process and device technology division. In January 2007, he was appointed as imec's EVP & COO. Luc Van 
den hove received his PhD in electrical engineering from the KU Leuven, Belgium.He has authored or co-
authored more than 200 publications and conference contributions.
He was granted the 2023 IEEE Robert N. Noyce Medal for his leadership in creating a worldwide research 
ecosystem in nanoelectronics technology with applications.



Topic Coming Soon

 

R. Dobson
Corporate Vice President, EMEA
Cadence, London, United Kingdom

 

Abstract
Coming Soon

Biography
Rebecca joined Cadence Design Systems in January 2020 as Corporate Vice President, leading the field 
engineering and sales teams across Europe and the Middle East.
Since graduating with a BSc (hons) Rebecca’s career has been in high tech companies. Supporting 
customers across innumerable industries, but with a focus on Automotive, Infrastructure, Consumer 
Electronics, Industrial and Communications.
Rebecca has worked in a variety of blue-chip businesses and startups; all of which were successfully 
acquired due to their financial performance.
Prior to joining Cadence, Rebecca was Global SVP Sales and Marketing at Inmarsat, transforming the 
Enterprise Business Unit from a satellite network management business to a IoT solutions business.

Rebecca spent almost eleven years at Arm, the world’s leading semiconductor IP company, where she was 
VP EMEAI, leading sales and engineering teams across Europe, Middle East and India. Through her time at 
Arm Rebecca progressed her career from Global Account Management, managing one of Arms biggest 
customers, through to Director of Sales for various parts of Europe and finally VP EMEAI.

Rebecca’s early career was spent in several successful startups, where she drove growth, revenue and 
value resulting in acquisitions by some of the biggest names in technology.
Outside work, Rebecca enjoys cooking, gardening and interior design. As well as spending time with her 
young family.
 



Boosting Technological Innovation and its Impact on Society – the Vital Role of RTOs

 

S. Dauvé
CEA-Leti, Grenoble, France

 
Abstract
More than ever before, the semiconductor has become a major economic and geopolitical issue, as well as 
one of sovereignty or climate.
 In this context innovation has an essential role to play, not only in contributing to European sovereignty, but 
also in bringing about major technological breakthroughs.

Today, CEA Leti’s teams are fully committed to meet these challenges through many joint programs with 
partners. In the end, the so called “FAMES” pilot line proposed for chips act should be a formidable 
launchpad for industrializing these innovations.
The presentation will provide an overview of current and future programs, as well as a timetable.

Biography
Sébastien Dauvé was named CEO of CEA-Leti effective on July 1, 2021, after more than twenty years of 
experience in microelectronics technologies and their applications, including clean mobility, medicine of the 
future, cybersecurity, and power electronics.
Sébastien Dauvé started his career at the French Armament Electronics Center, where he worked on 
developing synthetic-aperture radar. In 2003, he joined CEA-Leti as an industrial transfer manager and 
supervised several joint research laboratories, in particular with the multinational Michelin.
In 2007, Sébastien Dauvé became a laboratory manager, then head of an R&D department in the area of 
sensors applied to the Internet of things and electric mobility. During this time, he supported the 
dissemination of new technologies in industry, including the automotive industry (Renault), aeronautics, 
national defense (SAFRAN), and microchips with the industry leader Intel. He played an active role in the 
creation of start-ups in application fields ranging from health to infrastructure security, leading to dozens of 
new jobs. In 2016, he became Director of the CEA-Leti Systems Division.
From sensors to wireless communication, Sébastien Dauvé has played an active role in the digital 
transformation, focused on coupling energy frugality and performance. He has made cross-disciplinary 
approaches central to innovation by harnessing the expertise of talented teams with diverse backgrounds. 
Their goal is to provide technological tools for meeting the major societal challenges of the future.
Sébastien Dauvé is a graduate of the French Ecole Polytechnique and the National Higher French Institute 
of Aeronautics and Space (ISAE-SUPAERO).



Curiosity & Collaboration: Innovating Together for the Sustainable Progress of the 
Semiconductor Industry

 

S. Haferl
Comet Group, Flamatt, Switzerland

 

Abstract
In the ever-evolving semiconductor industry, where technological advancements shape the world around us, 
the need for sustainable progress has become increasingly vital, and collaboration an imperative catalyst for 
driving innovation.
 
Emphasizing the power of curiosity, we explore how cultivating a collective spirit of exploration and inquiry 
can lead to transformative solutions that address environmental and societal challenges. By fostering 
collaboration across the value-chain, from manufacturers to researchers, we can forge a path towards the 
disruption of the existing norms, and thus challenge status quo. Join the journey where curiosity meets 
collaboration, propelling us towards a sustainable tomorrow in the semiconductor industry.

Biography
Stephan Haferl is the CEO of Comet Group since, a globally leading Swiss technology firm developing and 
producing innovative high-tech solutions based on x-ray and radio frequency for the semiconductor industry. 
With a strong track record and proven performance in business management, he is driving the company’s 
transformation with focus on innovation, operational excellence and customer orientation.

Before joining Comet in 2007, where he was successfully working in various management positions, he held 
the positions of General Manager at Bartec-Meta Physics SA and Chief Operating Officer at Bartec Bacab 
SA.

Dr. Haferl is a distinguished alumnus of the prestigious Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH), where 
he obtained his Master's degree in mechanical and process engineering. He furthered his academic journey 
by earning a Ph.D., cementing his technological expertise.

 



Topic Coming Soon

 

K. Lauwers
President Semiconductor Division
Edwards, London, United Kingdom

 

Abstract
Coming Soon

Biography
Koen Lauwers, joined Atlas Copco in 1997, joining as a Calculation Engineer and has since then built a 
successful career in the Group, including international assignments in the United States and Germany.
Koen joined Edwards in 2014 following the acquisition by Atlas Copco, taking the role VP of Marketing and 
focusing on the industry segment and implementation of synergies. In 2017 he was appointed President of 
the Industrial Vacuum division, before being announced as the new President of the Semiconductor division 
on March 30, 2023.
Koen holds a Master’s Degree in Electro-Mechanical Engineering from the University of Leuven in Belgium 
and an MBA from the Antwerp Management School in Belgium.
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